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SPRING LAKE PARK
ORDINANCE 488

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE SPRING LAKE PARK CITY CODE
RELATING TO CANNABIS AND EDIBLE CANNABINOID PRODUCTS

NOW THEREFORE, be it ordained by the Council of the Spring Lake Park, in the
State of Minnesota, as follows:

SECTION 1: REPEAL “11.48 EDIBLE CANNABINOID PRODUCTS”
of the Spring Lake Park Municipal Code is hereby repealed as follows:

R E P E A L

11.48.010 Purpose And Intent

The Minnesota Legislature adopted M.S. § 151.72, making it legal to sell certain edibles and
beverages infused with tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), the cannabis ingredient extracted from
hemp. The City Council deems it necessary to provide for the regulation of edible cannabinoid
products in order to protect the public health safety and welfare and to ensure that edible
cannabinoid products are sold in accordance with State Law.

11.48.020 Adoption Of State Law By Reference

The provisions of M.S. § 151.72, as it may be amended from time to time, are hereby adopted
by reference and are made a part of this section as if set out in full.

11.48.030 Definitions

In addition to the definitions contained in M.S. § 151.72, as it may be amended from time to
time, the following terms are defined for purposes of this section.

CITY. The City of Spring Lake Park.

COMPLIANCE CHECKS. The system used by the city, or other applicable governmental
unit, to investigate and ensure that those authorized to sell edible cannabinoid products are
following and complying with the requirements of this chapter. COMPLIANCE CHECKS
may involve the use of persons under the age of 21 authorized by this chapter.
COMPLIANCE CHECKS may also be conducted by other units of government for the
purpose of enforcing appropriate state and local laws and regulations relating to edible
cannabinoid product.
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SELF-SERVICE MERCHANDISING. Open displays of edible cannabinoid products in
any manner where any person has access to the edible cannabinoid product without the
assistance or intervention of the licensee or the licensee's employee. Assistance or intervention
means the actual physical exchange of the licensed product between the customer and the
licensee or employee.

TOBACCO STORE. A retail store utilized primarily for the sale of tobacco products and
accessories and in which the sale of other products is incidental.

VENDING MACHINE. Any mechanical, electric, or electronic, or other type of device
which dispenses tobacco-related products upon the insertion of money, tokens, or other form of
payment directly into the machine by the person seeking to purchase the tobacco-related
product.

11.48.040 License

A. License required. No person shall sell or offer to sell any edible cannabinoid product
without first having obtained a license to do so from the city.

B. License eligibility. No license shall be issued except to a person operating a tobacco
store licensed under SLPC 11.12, as it may be amended from time to time.

C. Application. An application for a license to sell edible cannabinoid products shall be
made on a form provided by the city. Upon receipt of a completed application, the
Administrator, Clerk/Treasurer shall forward the application to the Police Department
for the purpose of conducting a background check on the applicant. The Police
Department shall have ten (10) days from receipt of a complete application to complete
the background check. Upon completion of the background check, the Police
Department shall forward the application and investigation results to the City Council
for action at its next regularly scheduled meeting. If the Administrator, Clerk/Treasurer
determines that an application is incomplete, he/she shall return the application to the
applicant with notice of the information necessary to make the application complete.

D. Action. The City Council may either approve or deny the license, or it may delay
action for a reasonable period of time as necessary to complete any investigation of the
application or the applicant it deems necessary. If the City Council approves the
license, the Administrator, Clerk/Treasurer shall issued the license to the applicant. If
the City Council denies the license, notice of the denial shall be given to the applicant
along with notice of the applicant's right to appeal the decision.

E. License fee. No license shall be issued under this chapter until the appropriate license
fee is paid in full. The annual fee for a license under this chapter shall be established in
the city's ordinance establishing fees and charges, as may be amended from time to
time. Initial license applications covering a period of less than one year shall be
charged a fee calculated on a monthly pro rata basis.

F. Restriction on issuance.
1. No license shall be granted or renewed for operation on any premises on

which taxes, assessments, utility charges, service charges, or other financial
claims of the city are delinquent and unpaid. In the event an action has been
commenced pursuant to the provisions of M.S. Ch. 278, as it may be amended
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from time to time, questioning the amount or validity of taxes, the Council
may, on application by the licensee, waive strict compliance with this
paragraph. No waiver may be granted, however, for taxes or any portion
thereof which remain unpaid for a period exceeding one year after becoming
due.

2. No license shall be issued for a premises within 500 feet of any school or
church. The distance is to be measured from the closest side of the school or
church to the closest side of the structure on the premises within which edible
cannabinoid products are to be sold.

3. No license shall be granted if the applicant, responsible party, owner, manager
or any other person involved with the licensee:

a. Is under the age of 21;
b. Who is not of good moral character and repute; and
c. Who has been convicted, within five years prior to the application for

such license, of any violation of any law of the United States, this
state or any other state or territory or of any local ordinance regarding
the manufacture, sale or distribution of edible cannabinoid products.

G. Term. All licenses issued under this chapter shall expire on December 31 of each year.
H. Revocation or suspension. Any license issued under this chapter may be revoked or

suspended as provided in this chapter.
I. Transfers. All licenses issued under this chapter shall be valid only on the premises for

which the license was issued and only for the person to whom the license was issued.
No transfer of any license to another location or person shall be valid without the prior
approval of the City Council.

J. Display. All licenses shall be posted and displayed in plain view of the general public
on the licensed premises.

K. Renewals. The renewal of a licenses issued under this chapter shall be handled in the
same manner as the original application. The request for a renewal shall be made at
least 30 days but not more than 60 days before the expiration of the current license.

L. Issuance as privilege and not a right. The issuance of a license issued under this
chapter shall be considered a privilege and not an absolute right of the applicant and
shall not entitle the holder to an automatic renewal of the license.

11.48.050 Unlawful Acts

A. Unlawful sales. It shall be a violation of this chapter for any person to sell any edible
cannabinoid product:

1. To any person under the age of 21 years;
2. By means of any type of vending machine;
3. By means of self-service methods whereby the customer does not need to

make a verbal or written request to an employee of the licensed premises in
order to receive the edible cannabinoid product and whereby there is not a
physical and in person exchange of the edible cannabinoid product between
the licensee or the licensee's employee, and the customer; or

4. That is in violation of M.S. § 151.72, as it may be amended from time to time.
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B. Use of false identification. It shall be a violation of this chapter for any person to
attempt to disguise his/her true age by the use of a false form of identification, whether
the identification is that of another person or one on which the age of the person has
been modified or tampered with to represent an age older than the actual age of the
person.

C. Unlawful purchases. It shall be unlawful for any person who is under the age of 21
years to purchase any edible cannabinoid product. Persons acting under the direct
supervision of the city, law enforcement, or other governmental unit and which are
actively engaged in a compliance check of the licensed premises are exempted from
this provision while engaged in the compliance check.

D. Distribution of edible cannabinoid product samples. It shall be unlawful for any
licensee or any person, business or retailer to distribute or give away edible
cannabinoid products free of charge to any person on any right-of-way, park,
playground, school or other property owned by the city.

11.48.060 Licensee Responsibility

All licensees under this chapter shall be responsible for the actions of their employees in regard
to the sale of edible cannabinoid products on the licensed premises, and the sale of such an
item by an employee shall also be considered a sale by the license holder. The license holder
shall at all times be responsible for how edible cannabinoid products are offered for sale on the
licnesed premises and for ensuring that such edible cannabinoid products are compliant with
this chapter and state and federal law. Violations of this code, state law, or other applicable law
or regulation may be enforced against the license holder and any other responsible individual.
Nothing in this section shall be construed as prohibiting such separate enforcement actions
related to a single behavioral incident nor shall the imposition of any penalty act as a bar to the
prosecution, licensing action, or other enforcement action against another.

11.48.070 Compliance Checks; Inspections

All licensed premises shall be open to inspection by the City Police Department or other
authorized city official during regular business hours. The City shall conduct compliance
checks from time to time but at least twice per year. The City will conduct at least one
compliance check that involves the participation of a person between the ages of 18 and 20 to
enter the licensed premises to attempt to purchase edible cannabinoid products. Persons under
the age of 21 used for compliance checks shall not be guilty of an unlawful purchase or
attempted purchase, not the unlawful possession of edible cannabinoid products when those
items are obtained or attempted to be obtained as part of the compliance check. No person
under the age of 21 used in compliance checks shall attempt to use a false identification
misrepresenting the persons age and all persons under the age of 21 lawfully engaged in a
compliance check shall answer all questions about their age asked by the licensee or his/her
employee and shall produce any identification, if any exists, for which he/she is asked.

11.48.080 Violations And Penalty

A. Violations a misdemeanor. A violation of this chapter shall be a misdemeanor. Nothing
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in this chapter shall prohibit the city from seeking prosecution as a misdemeanor for
any alleged violation of this chapter.

B. Violations.
1. Notice. Upon discovery of a suspected violation, and in addition to any

criminal sanction, the alleged violator may be issued, either personally or by
mail, an administrative offense citation pursuant to SLPC 3.20, setting forth
the alleged violation and the alleged violator's right to be heard on the
accusation.

2. Hearing. The person accused of violating this chapter may request a hearing
in writing within 14 days of receipt of the notice of violation and a hearing
shall be scheduled, the time and place of which shall be provided to the
accused violator.

3. Hearing officer. The City Council, or its designee, shall appoint a person to
serve as the hearing officer.

4. Decision. If the hearing officer determines that a violation of this chapter did
occur, that decision, along with the hearing officer's reasons for finding a
violation and the penalty to be imposed under this section, shall be recorded in
writing, a copy of which shall be provided to the accused violator. Likewise, if
the hearing officer finds that no violation occurred or finds grounds for not
imposing any penalty, those findings shall be recorded and a copy provided to
the acquitted accused violator.

5. Appeal. Appeals of any decision made by the hearing officer shall be made to
the City Council in writing within seven days of receipt of the hearing officer's
decision. The decision of the City Council shall be final.

6. Continued violation. Each violation, and every day in which a violation
occurs or continues, shall constitute a separate offense.

C. Administrative penalties, individuals. If a person who is not a licensee is found to have
violated this chapter, the person shall be charged an administrative penalty of $50 for a
first violation of this chapter, $100 for a second violation within a 12-month period and
$150 for a third or subsequent violation within a 12-month period.

D. Administrative penalties, licensee. Any licensee found to have violated this chapter, or
whose employee shall have violated this chapter, shall be charged an administrative
penalty of $500 for a first violation of this chapter, $1,000 for a second violation at the
same licensed premises within a 36-month period and $2,000 for a third or subsequent
violation at the same location within a 36-month period. After the third violation, the
license is automatically suspended for seven days commencing the day following the
date of exhaustion of any right of appeal, complemplated herein, of the third offense.
In addition to the seven day suspension, the City Council shall conduct a hearing at the
next regular Council meeting following the third violation to determine whether the
license should be suspended longer than seven days. Any additional suspension may
be for the remainder of the license period or 90 days, whichever is greater. Upon a
fourth violation at the same location within a 36-month period, the license will be
revoked. 

11.48 EDIBLE CANNABINOID PRODUCTS (Repealed)



Page 6

11.48.010 Purpose And Intent (Repealed)

11.48.020 Adoption Of State Law By Reference (Repealed)

11.48.030 Definitions (Repealed)

11.48.040 License (Repealed)

11.48.050 Unlawful Acts (Repealed)

11.48.060 Licensee Responsibility (Repealed)

11.48.070 Compliance Checks; Inspections (Repealed)

11.48.080 Violations And Penalty (Repealed)

SECTION 2: ADOPTION “11.50 CANNABIS AND EDIBLE
CANNABINOID PRODUCTS; DRUG PARAPHERNALIA” of the Spring Lake Park
Municipal Code is hereby added as follows:

A D O P T I O N

11.50 CANNABIS AND EDIBLE CANNABINOID PRODUCTS; DRUG
PARAPHERNALIA(Added)

SECTION 3: ADOPTION “11.50.010 Purpose And Intent” of the Spring
Lake Park Municipal Code is hereby added as follows:

A D O P T I O N

11.50.010 Purpose And Intent(Added)

In 2022, the Minnesota Legislature adopted M.S. § 151.72, making it legal to sell certain
edibles and beverages infused with tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), the cannabis ingredient
extracted from hemp. In 2023, the Minnesota Legislature approved 2023 Session Law Ch. 63,
expanding both the legalization of types of THC and cannabis products and also the types of
THC and Cannabis businesses permitted, and further making certain amendments to existing
law related to the possession of drug paraphernalia. The City Council deems it necessary to
provide for the regulation of thse products in order to protect the public, health, safety and
welfare and to ensure that the products are sold in accordance with State Law.
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SECTION 4: ADOPTION “11.50.020 Adoption Of State Law By
Reference;” of the Spring Lake Park Municipal Code is hereby added as follows:

A D O P T I O N

11.50.020 Adoption Of State Law By Reference;(Added)

The provisions of M.S. § 151.72 and M.S. Ch. 342, as each may be amended from time to
time, are hereby adopted by reference and are made a part of this section as if set out in full.

SECTION 5: ADOPTION “11.50.030 Public Use Of Cannabis And Edible
Cannabinoids Prohibited” of the Spring Lake Park Municipal Code is hereby added as
follows:

A D O P T I O N

11.50.030 Public Use Of Cannabis And Edible Cannabinoids Prohibited(Added)

It is unlawful for any person to use cannabis flower, cannabis products, lower-potency hemp
edibles, or hemp-derived consumer products as each is defined by state law, in a public place
within the City of Spring Lake Park. For the purposes of this Section, “public place” shall not
include:

a. A private residence, including the curtilage or yard of the same;
b. Private property not generally accessible by the public, unless the person is explicitly

prohibited from consuming cannabis products, lower-potency hemp edibles, or hemp-
derived consumer products on the property by the owner of the property;

c. The premises of an establishment or event licensed to permit on-site consumption,
provided the use complies with the on-site consumption permit.

Any violation of this Section shall be a petty misdemeanor.

SECTION 6: ADOPTION “11.50.040 Limitations On The Sale Of Edible
Cannabinoid Products” of the Spring Lake Park Municipal Code is hereby added as follows:

A D O P T I O N

11.50.040 Limitations On The Sale Of Edible Cannabinoid Products(Added)
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Edible Cannabinoid Products, as defined by M.S. § 151.72, which contain no more than 0.3%
Tetrahydrocannabinol (commonly known as “THC”), may only be sold by businesses which
are registered with the City and the State of Minnesota and licensed, when required by state
law. To be eligible to register to sell edible cannabinoid products within the City, an applicant
must comply with all of the following:

a. Pay the applicable registration fee to the City;
b. Comply with all state and local registration and state licensing requirements;
c. Locate the principal place of busienss which will conduct the sales within the C-1 and

C-2 zoning district and, at the time of the application, no more than one other business
which does not comply as a "Cannabis Business" pursuant to M.S. Ch. 342 is
currently registered or licensed to sell edible cannabinoid products within that district;
and

d. The sale of edible cannabinoid products outside of the zoning districts or in excess of
the applicable registration limitations set forth in (c) is prohibited.

The City specifically intends that the requirements of this Section be considered local zoning
requirements or regulations for the purposes of compliance with M.S. Ch. 342.

SECTION 7: ADOPTION “11.50.050 Posession Of Drug Paraphernalia
Prohibited” of the Spring Lake Park Municipal Code is hereby added as follows:

A D O P T I O N

11.50.050 Posession Of Drug Paraphernalia Prohibited(Added)

It is unlawful for any person knowingly or intentionally to use or possess drug paraphernalia.

For the purposes of this Section, DRUG PARAPHERNALIA is defined as all equipment,
products, and materials of any kind, except those used in conjunction with permitted uses of
controlled substances pursuant to state law, which are knowingly or intentionally used
primarily in (1) manufacturing a controlled substance other than cannabis flower, cannabis
products, lower potency hemp edibles, or hemp-derived consumer products, (2) injecting,
ingesting, inhaling, or otherwise introducing into the human body a controlled substance other
than cannabis flower, cannabis products, lower potency hemp edibles, or hemp-derived
consumer products, or (3) enhancing the effect of a controlled substance other than cannabis
flower, cannabis products, lower potency hemp edibles, or hemp-derived consumer products.
DRUG PARAPHERNALIA does not include the possession, manufacture, delivery, or sale
of: (1) hypodermic syringes or needles or any instrument or implement which can be adapted
for subcutaneous injections; or (2) products that detect the presence of fentanyl or a fentanyl
analog in a controlled substance.

Any violation of this Section shall be a petty misdemanor.
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SECTION 8: AMENDMENT “11.52.020 Criminal History License
Background Investigations” of the Spring Lake Park Municipal Code is hereby amended as
follows:

A M E N D M E N T

11.52.020 Criminal History License Background Investigations

A. The Police Department is hereby required, as the exclusive entity within the city, to do
a criminal history background investigation on the applicants for the following licenses
within the city:

1. Peddlers, solicitors and transient merchants;
2. Tobacco or edible cannabinoid products;
3. Intoxicating liquor;
4. Wine and 3.2% malt;
5. Liquor pawnbrokers;
6. Second hand goods;
7. Dealer vehicles for hire;
8. Sauna;
9. Massage services;

10. Sexually oriented business;
11. Lawful gambling premises;
12. Permit bingo hall;
13. Kennel license; and
14. Used car dealership.

B. Conducting the criminal history background investigation. In order to screen license
applicants, the Police Department is authorized to access data maintained in the
Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehensions Computerized Criminal History
information system in accordance with BCA policy. Any data that is accessed and
acquired shall be maintained at the Police Department under the care and custody of
the chief law enforcement official or his or her designee. A summary of the results of
the Computerized Criminal History data may be released by the Police Department to
the licensing authority, including the City Council, the City Administrator or other city
staff involved in the license approval process.

C. Before the investigation is undertaken, the applicant must authorize the Police
Department by written consent to undertake the investigation. The written consent
must fully comply with the provisions of M.S. Ch. 13, as it may be amended from time
to time, regarding the collection, maintenance and use of the information. Except for
the positions set forth in M.S. § 364.09, as it may be amended from time to time, the
city will not reject an applicant for a license on the basis of the applicant’s prior
conviction unless the crime is directly related to the license sought and the conviction
is for a felony, gross misdemeanor, or misdemeanor with a jail sentence. If the city
rejects the applicant’s request on this basis, the city shall notify the applicant in writing
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AYE NAY ABSENT ABSTAIN

Councilmember Wendling

Councilmember Goodboe-Bisschoff

Councilmember Dircks

Councilmember Moran

Mayor Nelson

of the following:
1. The ground and reasons for the denial;
2. The applicant compliant and grievance procedure set forth in M.S. § 364.06,

as it may be amended from time to time;
3. The earliest date the applicant may reapply for the license; and
4. That all competent evidence of rehabilitation will be considered upon

reapplication.

SECTION 9: CUSTOM CLAUSE NAME The City Fee Schedule is hereby
amended to repeal the fee for Edible Cannabinoid Products licenses and to establish the Lower
Potency Hemp Edible Retailer (Sale of Certain Edible Cannabinoids) application fee at
$125/year per retail location, an initial license fee of $125/year per retail location and renewal
license fee of $125/year per retail location.

SECTION 10: EFFECTIVE DATE This Ordinance shall be in full force
and effect upon approval and publication according to law.

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE SPRING LAKE PARK COUNCIL
_______________________________.

    

    

    

    

    

Presiding O fficer  Attest

Robert Nelson, Mayor, Spring Lake
Park

Daniel R. Buchholtz, Administrator,
Clerk/Treasurer, Spring Lake Park




