
 

CITY OF SPRING LAKE PARK 

1301 81ST AVENUE N.E. 

AGENDA 

MONDAY, MARCH 16, 2015 – 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

2. ROLL CALL 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

4. ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO AGENDA 

5. DISCUSSION FROM THE FLOOR 

6. CONSENT AGENDA: 

A. Disbursements: 

1.   General Operations Disbursement Claim No. 15-03 – $441,616.01 

2.   Liquor Fund Disbursement Claim No. 15-04 - $178,881.00 

B. Budget to Date/Statement of Fund Balance – February 28, 2015 

C. First Quarter Billing for Payable 2017 Assessment – Ken Tolzmann 

D. Contractor’s Request for Payment No. 6 – Valley Paving 

E. Contractor’s Licenses 

F. Correspondence 

7. POLICE REPORT 

8. PARKS AND RECREATION REPORT 

9. ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 

A.  Resolution 15-08 Certifying False Alarm Fines and Administrative Citations 

10. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Development Agreement between City of Spring Lake Park and Substance 

Church for CSAH 35 Turn Lane Improvements 

B. Discussion on Proposed Tobacco Ordinance Update 

11. ENGINEER’S REPORT 

12. ATTORNEY’S REPORT 

13. BEYOND THE YELLOW RIBBON REPORT 

14. OTHER 

A. Councilmember Nash – Unsolicited Written Materials Ordinance 

B. Administrator’s Report 

15. ADJOURN 

 

SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR RULES FOR PUBLIC HEARING 

AND DISCUSSION FROM THE FLOOR 

 



















 





 

























 





 





 













 







 

 

 

Police Report 

February 2015 

Submitted for Council Meeting – March 16, 2015 

 

The Spring Lake Park Police Department for the month of February 2015 responded to three hundred 

and thirty-one calls for service. This compared to responding to three hundred and forty-four calls for 

service in February 2014.  

The police department for the month of February 2015 issued seventy-nine citations. This is compared 

to issuing one hundred and sixty-seven citations in February 2014.  

Investigator Baker reports carrying a case load of seventy-nine cases for the month of February 2015. 

Forty-six of these cases were felony in nature, eighteen of these cases were gross misdemeanor in 

nature and fifteen of these cases were misdemeanor in nature. Investigator Baker noted an increase in 

burglary cases, assault cases and forgery cases for the month. Investigator Baker further indicated in one 

of these cases a weapon was recovered in Minneapolis from a 1998 Spring Lake Park burglary case. As 

always, Investigator Baker continues to work diligently to bring each of these cases to a conclusion as 

soon as possible. For further details see Investigator Baker’s attached report.  

Officer Fiske our School Resource Officer reports responding to thirteen calls for service at our schools. 

Officer Fiske also notes having thirteen student contacts, five escorts and nine follow up investigations 

to school related incidents. Officer Fiske noted that the High School had a visit from Minnesota 

Governor Dayton and that he received a warm welcome from staff and students. Officer Fiske noted 

that “Winter Spirit Week and the Student Council Spirit Week Dance” occurred this month and everyone 

appeared to have a good time. For further details see Officer Fiske’s attached report.  

The Spring Lake Park Police Department Office Staff remain steadfast in their duties, typing and imaging 

reports, filing, answering and dispensing phone calls for service and information, addressing citizen 

concerns at the “Police Public Walk up Window” along with other duties that may be assigned on a daily 

basis.  



It is with great pleasure and admiration that I recognize the Spring Lake Park Police Department Reserve 

Unit.  For the year 2014, I am happy to report that our reserve unit donated four hundred and two hours 

of service to the Spring Lake Park Police Department and our residents. Using the National Value of 

Volunteer Hours Conversion Chart by State, (Minnesota $24.31 per hour) this equates to approximately 

$9,800 worth of savings to the City of Spring Lake Park and our residents. Although our reserve unit is 

not at full capacity, I would like to remind interested residents/individuals that the police department is 

continuously taking applications for the reserve unit and encourage anyone interested to apply. 

Applications can be found on the cities website or here at city hall. Again, it is with great pleasure that I 

would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to our Spring Lake Park Police Department Reserve Unit for a 

job well done!  

The month of February 2015 has been a busy month for myself as well, besides handling the day to day 

operations of the police department. I attended numerous meetings to include but not limited to: 

- Dept. Head meeting held here at city hall 

- A meeting with our newest hire Officer Kramer regarding personal issues 

- A meeting of the Minnesota POST Board held in Robbinsdale, MN regarding educational 

requirements to become a police officer. 

- A Governance Committee meeting with Mayor Hansen 

- An Emergency Management Webinar meeting 

- The Anoka County Chiefs of Police monthly meeting held in Coon Rapids, MN. 

I concluded the month by attending the Spring Lake Park Planning and Zoning Committee meeting 

regarding a special use permit application for a residential business.  

This will conclude my report. 

Are there any questions? 

 



Spring Lake Park Police Department 
Investigations Monthly Report 

 

 
Investigator 

Brad Baker 

 

February 2015 
 

 

Total Case Load 
 

Case Load by Level of Offense: 79 
 

Felony    46 

Gross Misdemeanor  18 

Misdemeanor   15 

 

Case Dispositions: 
 

County Attorney    5 

Juvenile County Attorney  0 

City Attorney    1 

Forward to Other Agency  0 

SLP Liaison    0 

Carried Over    63 

Unfounded     0 

Exceptionally Cleared   4 

Closed/Inactive    6 

 

 

 

Notes:        



Spring Lake Park Police / School Resource Officer Report 
February 1, 2015 

 

Incidents by School Location Reports (ICRs) Student Contacts* Escorts/Other Follow Up Inv. 

Spring Lake Park High School 12 12 4 9 

Discovery Days (pre-school) 1    

Lighthouse School     

Park Terrace Elementary School     

District Office     

Able and Terrace Parks (School Related)     

School Related     

Miscellaneous Locations  1 1  

Totals: 13 13 5 9 

 

Breakdown of Reports (ICRs)  

Theft reports (cellphones, iPods, bikes, etc…) 3 

Students charged with Assault or Disorderly Conduct 3 

Students charged with other crimes  

Non-students Charged  

Warrant Arrests  

Miscellaneous reports 7 

 

 





 







MEMORANDUM 

TO: MAYOR HANSEN AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

FROM: DANIEL R. BUCHHOLTZ, CITY ADMINISTRATOR 

SUBJECT: SUBSTANCE CHURCH DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT 

DATE: MARCH 10, 2015 

 

The City of Spring Lake Park issued a special use permit to Substance Church to allow 
operation of a church at 8299 Central Avenue NE (the former Medtronic building), subject 
to reasonable conditions.  Two of those conditions included: 

 
Condition #4:  A northbound right turn land and a southbound bypass lane will be 
designed and constructed at the Church’s expense at the church entrance from 
CSAH 35. 
 
Condition #5:  A 6-foot wide sidewalk will be designed and constructed at the 
Church’s expense on the east side of Central Avenue from 81st Avenue North to the 
entrance into the church site, including permitting and continued snow removal 
and maintenance. 

 
The improvement project outlined in Conditions 4 and 5 of the Special Use Permit will be 
completed as a City project.  The proposed development agreement outlines the financial 
securities that Substance Church will provide the City to ensure that the project is paid for 
by the Church.  Substance Church will be required to post a financial guarantee in the 
amount of $406,125, which is 125% of the Engineer’s Estimate of $324,980 for the project.  
The agreement also requires Substance Church to post a cash escrow with the City in the 
amount of $35,000 to cover all reasonable administrative, legal, planning, engineering and 
staff charges incurred by the City.  The proposed agreement has a number of other 
provisions that protects the City during this project. 
 
Staff recommends approval of the development agreement so that final design of the 
project can be completed and the project can be bid once the escrow and letter of credit is 
posted. 
 
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me at 763-784-6491. 

 



 



 

 
DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT 

 
This Development Agreement (“Agreement”) effective as of the date of execution by the parties, 
is entered into by and between Substance Church, Inc. address 2776 Cleveland Avenue North, 
Roseville, Minnesota 55113 (“Church”) and the City of Spring Lake Park, a Minnesota 
municipal corporation, with offices at 1301 81st Avenue Northeast, Spring Lake Park, Anoka 
County, Minnesota (“City”). 
 

RECITALS 
 

a) Substance Church requested and was granted on July 7, 2014, a Special Use Permit 
(SUP) for operation of a church at 8299 Central Avenue Northeast, Spring Lake Park, 
Minnesota (Subject Property). 

 
b) The legal description of Subject Property is:  

 
The North 400 feet of the West 676.07 feet of Lot 8, Auditor Subdivision 
Number 152, together with adjacent vacated road, subject to easements of 
record, Anoka County. 

(PID # 01-30-24-13-0002) 
 

c) Two of the SUP conditions are as follows: 
 

#4. A northbound right turn lane and a southbound bypass lane will be designed 
and constructed at the Church’s expense at the church site entrance from 
CSAH 35. 
 

#5 A 6-foot wide sidewalk will be designed and constructed at the Church’s 
expense on the east side of Central Avenue from 81st Avenue north to the 
entrance into the church site, including permitting and continued snow 
removal and maintenance. 

 
d) The City Engineer prepared a feasibility report incorporating the above referenced 

improvements dated November of 2014; that the engineer’s estimate of cost for the work 
required of the Church is $324,900. 
 

e) The City wants to ensure that Subject Property is developed in accordance with the 
conditions of approval and that the Church honors the terms and conditions of the SUP; 
this Agreement is entered into for the purpose of setting forth and memorializing for the 
parties and subsequent owners the understanding and agreement of the parties concerning 
development of the property and obligations of the Church under the SUP. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, it is hereby and herein mutually agreed, in consideration of the promises 
and covenants herein set forth, as follows: 
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1. SITE PLAN AND SUP APPROVAL. 
 

The Church shall develop the Subject Property in accordance with the approved site 
plan and SUP as reviewed by the Planning Commission on June 17, 2014 and 
approved by the City Council on July 7, 2014. 
 

2. REQUIRED APPROVAL/PERMITS 
 
The Church shall be responsible to obtain any applicable permits and approvals from 
the following agencies: 
 
a) City Building Official 
b) Anoka County Highway Department 
c) Rice Creek Watershed District 
d) Temporary easements for sidewalk slopes 
e) MPCA (storm water permit) 

 
3. FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS 

 
a) The Church agrees to submit to the City a financial guarantee in the form of a 

Letter of Credit, satisfactory to the City Attorney, guaranteeing the work required 
of the Church and outlined above as items 4 and 5 of the SUP dated July 7, 2014: 
based on the engineer’s estimate of $324,900 the Letter of Credit at 125% of this 
amount is $406,125. 
 

b) The Letter of Credit shall guarantee completion of the work required of the 
Church and shall further provide that the Letter of Credit shall automatically 
renew, annually, unless the City receives 30 days written notice from the 
institution issuing the Letter of Credit that such Letter of Credit will not be 
renewed. 

 
c) The Church may request that the City reduce the Letter of Credit as work is 

completed based upon the recommendation of the City Engineer and acceptance 
of the City Council. 

 
d) The Church agrees that its work shall be substantially completed by November 1, 

2015, except in the event substantial completion is prohibited due to unforeseen 
circumstances out of the Church’s control.  

 
e) In the event of default, the City shall give the Church a written notice requiring 

cure of said default within 30 days of receipt of the letter. Should the Church fail 
to cure the default, the City may cause the defaulted work to be completed and 
may use the Letter of Credit as payment for said work. 

 
f) In addition to the Letter of Credit, the Church agrees to pay all reasonable costs 

incurred by the City relating to this project including administrative, legal, 
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planning, engineering and staff charges. These charges shall be certified by the 
City to the Church as soon as they are established and must be paid within 30 
days thereafter. In addition to the Letter of Credit, the Church shall submit a cash 
escrow estimated to cover City costs in the amount of: 

1. Engineering   $25,000 
2. Legal    $  5,000 
3. Planning    $  2,500 
4. Administrative   $  2,500 

 
The escrow shall be non-interest bearing and any unused portion of the escrow 
account will be refunded to the Church upon completion of the project. Should 
actual costs and expenses exceed the above estimates, the Church shall pay those 
amounts to the City upon certification of said costs within 30 days. The Letter of 
Credit above identified may also be used by the City to guarantee payment of City 
staff, administrative and consultant costs and the Letter of Credit will not be 
released until all of these costs have been paid in full. 

 
4. INSURANCE. 

 
The Church, or through its agents, vendors and contractors, and when applicable, 
shall provide and maintain at all times during the construction of the Improvements 
until after acceptance, of which acceptance will not be unreasonably withheld by the 
City, of all Improvements: 
 
a) Comprehensive general liability insurance (including operations, contingent 

liability, operations of subcontractors, competed operations and contractual 
liability insurance) together with an Owner’s and Contractor’s Protective Liability 
Policy with limits against bodily injury, including death, and property damage (to 
include, but not be limited to damages caused by erosion or flooding) which may 
arise out of the Church’s work or the work of any of its subcontractors. 
 

b) Limits for bodily injury or death shall not be less than $750,000.00 for one person 
and $1,500,000.00 for each occurrence; limits for property damage shall not be 
less than $200,000.00 for each occurrence. 

 
c) Worker’s compensation insurance, with statutory coverage. 

 
d) The Church shall file a Certificate of Insurance with the City Administrator prior 

to commencing site grading. The City shall be named as an Additional Insured on 
the Certificate. The Certificate shall be modified to bear the following wording: 

 
“Should any of the above policies be canceled before the expiration date 
thereof, the issuing company shall give thirty (30) days written notice of 
cancellation to the Certificate Holder.” 

 
  Church shall be responsible for providing the above language to its insurer. 
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5. MISCELLANEOUS. 
 

a) Hold Harmless. 
Church, by execution of this Agreement, agrees to hold the City, its agents and 
employees, harmless, and agrees to indemnify the City for any costs or damages, 
including legal, engineering or administrative fees, that may arise as a result of 
the above mentioned quiet title action. 

 
b) Headings. 

Headings at the beginning of paragraphs hereof are for convenience or reference, 
shall not be considered a part of the text of this agreement, and shall not influence 
its construction. 

 
c) Effect. 

The obligations of the Church under this Agreement shall remain in effect until 
such time as the Church shall have fully performed all of its duties and obligations 
under this Agreement. 

 
d) Successors and Assigns. 

This Agreement shall bind and inure to the benefit of the parties hereto and the 
successors and assigns of the Church and the covenants and the undertakings of 
the parties herein contained shall be binding upon the Church and their successors 
and assigns. 

 
6. ATTORNEYS FEES. 

 
In the event a suit or action is brought to enforce the terms of this Agreement or in the 
event an action is brought upon a bond or letter of credit furnished by the Church as 
provided herein, the Church if determined to be the unsuccessful party in such suit or 
action, in addition to all other sums that the Church may be required to pay, shall be 
required to pay all costs of court and a reasonable sum for the City’s attorney’s fees. 

 
7. NOTIFICATION INFORMATION. 

 
Any notices, requests or other communications required or permitted to be given 
hereunder (unless specifically authorized to be by telephone) shall be in writing and 
shall be delivered by a widely recognized national overnight courier service (subject 
to a written confirmation thereof) or mailed by United States registered or certified 
mail, return receipt requested, postage prepaid and addressed to each party at its 
address as set forth below: 
 
City:    City of Spring Lake Park 
     Attn: City Administrator 
     1301 81st Avenue Northeast 
     Spring Lake Park, MN 55432 
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Substance Church, Inc.:  Substance Church, Inc. 
     Attn: Nathan Buss, Finance Administrator 
     2776 Cleveland Avenue North 
     Roseville, MN 55113 

 
8. SEVERABILITY. 

 
In case any one or more of the provisions contained in this Agreement shall be 
invalid, illegal or unenforceable in any respect, the validity, legality and 
enforceability of the remaining provisions contained herein and any other application 
thereof shall not in any way be affected or impaired thereby. 

 
9. AMENDMENT OF AGREEMENT. 

 
This Agreement represents the entire agreement of the parties and supersedes any 
prior Development Agreement regarding the Church Parcel and the Church Parcel 
and may not be amended except in writing and executed by all parties. 

 
10. AGREEMENT EFFECT. 

 
This Agreement shall be binding upon and extend to the representatives, heirs, 
successors and assigns of the parties hereto. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[Signatures found on the following pages] 
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       SUBSTANCE CHURCH, INC. 
 
 
 
Date:_______________________   By:_________________________________ 
 
       Its:_________________________________ 
 
 
 
STATE OF __________________) 
            ) ss. 
COUNTY OF ________________) 
 
 The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this ________ day of 
_____________, 2015, by _______________ the ________________ of Substance Church, Inc. 
 
 
 
 
      __________________________________________ 
      Notary Public 
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       CITY OF SPRING LAKE PARK 
 
 
 
Date:_______________________   By:_________________________________ 
 
       Its: Mayor      
 
 
 
 
Date:_______________________   By:_________________________________ 
 
       Its: Administrator, Clerk/Treasurer  
 
 
 
STATE OF MINNESOTA ) 
    ) ss. 
COUNTY OF HENNEPIN ) 
 
 The foregoing instrument was acknowledge before me this _________ day of 
____________, 2015, by Cindy Hansen, the Mayor and Daniel Buchholtz, the City 
Administrator, Clerk/Treasurer of the City of Spring Lake Park, a municipal corporation under 
the laws of Minnesota, on behalf of said municipal corporation. 
 
 
 
 
      __________________________________________ 
      Notary Public 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THIS INSTRUMENT WAS DRAFTED BY: 
Jeffrey A. Carson, Esq. 
CARSON, CLELLAND & SCHREDER 
6300 Shingle Creek Parkway, Suite 305 
Minneapolis, MN   55430 
(763) 561-2800 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: MAYOR HANSEN AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

FROM: DANIEL R. BUCHHOLTZ, CITY ADMINISTRATOR 

SUBJECT: AMENDMENT TO TOBACCO ORDINANCE 

DATE: MARCH 4, 2015 

 

One of my goals for 2015 was to begin review of the City’s ordinances to update language to 

account for current practices.  The Zoning Update is currently underway.  The first City Code 

ordinance I decided to review was the tobacco regulation ordinance. 

 

I reviewed the ordinance we currently have with the League of Minnesota Cities model ordinance.  

Many of the provisions were the same, which means our current ordinance is not too out of date.  

One area of difference was that the LMC model ordinance referred to “nicotine or lobelia delivery 

devices.”  Lobelia is an herb that has similar properties to nicotine.  

 

The proposed ordinance also updates the definition of Tobacco or Tobacco Products to match the 

LMC model ordinance.   

 

The proposed ordinance also includes a new definition for “electronic delivery device.”  This 

definition covers e-cigarettes.  Cities were given the authority to regulate e-cigarettes in 2014.  In 

practice, we require e-cigarette retailers to obtain a tobacco license.  This would formally codify 

our current practice into our tobacco regulations. 

 

The proposed ordinance creates a new definition for “tobacco-related products.”  This definition 

was used to make the ordinance clearer by referring to tobacco or tobacco products, tobacco-related 

devices, electronic delivery devices and nicotine or lobelia delivery devices in just three words. 

 

The proposed ordinance would also prohibit smoking in the indoor areas of any establishment with 

a retail tobacco license.  Several years ago, the City instituted an interim ordinance to study the 

issue of hookah lounges.  Hookah lounges are public, commercial establishments were groups of 

people gather to smoke hookah (flavored tobacco smoked from a water pipe) together.  No 

ordinance was adopted at that time.  Hookah lounges are required to obtain a tobacco license.  If 

the City Council is still interested in regulating hookah lounges, the proposed ordinance would 

establish that regulation through the prohibition of the sampling of tobacco and tobacco-related 

devices. 

 

The current ordinance states that the City will establish a license fee from time to time.  The City’s 

practice is to establish its fees by ordinance.  The proposed ordinance amends the language to match 

the City’s practice. 

 

Staff recommends the City Council authorize staff to send the proposed ordinance amendment to 

the tobacco licensees for comment.  Once the comment period has passed, staff will bring the 

proposed ordinance back to the City Council, along with licensee comment, for possible action. 

 

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me at 763-784-6491. 

 





CHAPTER 112:  TOBACCO REGULATIONS 

Section 

 112.01 Purpose 
 112.02 Definitions and interpretations 
 112.03 License 
 112.04 License fees 
 112.05 Basis for denial of license 
 112.06 Unlawful sales 
 112.07 Vending machines restricted 
 112.08 Self-service merchandising prohibited 
 112.09 Licensee responsibility 
 112.10 Compliance checks; inspections 
 112.11 Unlawful acts involving minors 
 112.12 Violations; enforcement 
 
 112.99 Penalty 
 
§ 112.01  PURPOSE. 

 Because the city recognizes that many persons under the age of 18 years purchase or otherwise 
obtain, possess, and use tobacco, tobacco products, and tobacco-related devices, electronic delivery 
devices and nicotine or lobelia delivery devices, and those sales, possession, and use are violations of 
both state and federal laws; and because studies, which are hereby accepted and adopted, have shown that 
most smokers begin smoking before they have reached the age of 18 years and that those persons who 
reach the age of 18 years without having started smoking are significantly less likely to begin smoking; 
and because smoking has been shown to be the cause of several serious health problems which 
subsequently place a financial burden on all levels of government; this chapter shall be intended to 
regulate the sale, possession, and use of tobacco-related products, tobacco products, and tobacco-related 
devices and nicotine or lobelia delivery devices for the purpose of enforcing and furthering existing laws, 
to protect minors against the serious effects associated with the illegal use of tobacco-related products, 
tobacco products, and tobacco- related devices, and to further the official public policy of the state in 
regard to preventing young people from starting to smoke as stated in M.S. § 144.391, as it may be 
amended from time to time. 

(1976 Code, § 40.01) 

§ 112.02  DEFINITIONS AND INTERPRETATIONS. 

 (A) Except as may otherwise be provided or clearly implied by context, all terms shall be 
given their commonly accepted definitions.  The singular shall include the plural and the plural shall 
include the singular.  The masculine shall include the feminine and neuter, and vice versa. 

 (B) For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context 
clearly indicates or requires a different meaning. 

  COMPLIANCE CHECKS.  The system the city uses to investigate and ensure that those 
authorized to sell tobacco, tobacco products, and tobacco-related devices are following and complying 
with the requirements of this chapter.  COMPLIANCE CHECKS shall involve the use of minors as 
authorized by this chapter.  COMPLIANCE CHECKS shall also mean the use of minors who attempt to 



purchase tobacco, tobacco products, or tobacco-related devices for educational, research, and training 
purposes as authorized by state and federal laws.  COMPLIANCE CHECKS may also be conducted by 
other units of government for the purpose of enforcing appropriate federal, state, or local laws and 
regulations relating to tobacco, tobacco products, and tobacco-related devices. 

  ELECTRONIC DELIVERY DEVICES.  Any product containing or delivering nicotine, 
lobelia, or any other substance intended for human consumption that can be used by a person to simulate 
smoking in the delivery of nicotine or any other substance through inhalation of vapor from the product.  
Electronic delivery device includes any component part of a product, whether or not marketed or sold 
separately.  Electronic delivery device does not include any product that has been approved or certified by 
the United States Food and Drug Administration for sale as a tobacco-cessation product, as a tobacco-
dependence product, or for other medical purposes, and is marketed and sold for such an approved 
purpose. 

INDIVIDUALLY PACKAGED.  The practice of selling any tobacco or tobacco product 
wrapped individually for sale.  INDIVIDUALLY WRAPPED tobacco and tobacco products shall include, 
but not be limited to, single cigarette packs, single bags or cans of loose tobacco in any form, and single 
cans or other packaging of snuff or chewing tobacco.  Cartons or other packaging containing more than a 
single pack or other container as described in this definition shall not be considered INDIVIDUALLY 
PACKAGED. 

  LOOSIES.  The common term used to refer to a single or individually packaged cigarette. 

  MAY.  The act referred to is permissive. 

  MINOR.  Any natural person who has not yet reached the age of 18 years. 

  MOVEABLE PLACE OF BUSINESS.  Any form of business operated out of a truck, 
van, automobile, or other type of vehicle or transportable shelter and not a fixed address store front or 
other permanent type of structure authorized for sales transactions. 

  NICOTINE OR LOBELIA DELIVERY DEVICES.  Any product containing or 
delivering nicotine or lobelia intended for human consumption, or any part of such a product, that is not 
tobacco as defined in this section, not including any product that has been approved or otherwise certified 
for legal sale by the United States Food and Drug Administration for tobacco use cessation, harm 
reduction, or for other medical purposes, and is being marketed and sold solely for that approved purpose. 

RETAIL ESTABLISHMENT.  Any place of business where tobacco-related products, 
tobacco products, or tobacco-related devices are available for sale to the general public.  RETAIL 
ESTABLISHMENTS include, but are not limited to, grocery stores, convenience stores, and restaurants. 

  SALE.  Any transfer of goods for money, trade, barter, or other consideration. 

  SELF-SERVICE MERCHANDISING.  Open displays of tobacco-related products, 
tobacco products, or tobacco-related devices in any manner where any person shall have access to the 
tobacco-related products, tobacco products, or tobacco-related devices, without the assistance or 
intervention of the licensee or the licensee’s employee.  The assistance or intervention shall entail the 
actual physical exchange of the tobacco-related products, tobacco product, or tobacco-related device 
between the customer and the licensee or employee.  SELF-SERVICE MERCHANDISING shall not 
include vending machines. 

  SHALL.  The act referred to is mandatory. 



  TOBACCO or TOBACCO PRODUCTS.  Any substance or item containing tobacco leaf, 
including but not limited to cigarettes; cigars; pipe tobacco; snuff, fine cut or other chewing tobacco; 
cheroots; stogies; perique; granulated, plug cut, crimp cut, ready-rubbed, and other smoking tobacco; 
snuff flowers; cavendish; shorts; plug and twist tobaccos; dipping tobaccos; refuse scraps, clippings, 
cuttings, sweepings of tobacco; and other kinds and forms of tobacco leaf prepared in manner so as to be 
suitable for chewing, sniffing, or smoking. Tobacco and tobacco products includes cigarettes and any 
product containing, made, or derived from tobacco that is intended for human consumption, whether 
chewed, smoked, absorbed, dissolved, inhaled, snorted, sniffed, or ingested by any other means, or any 
component, part, or accessory of a tobacco product; cigars; cheroots; stogies; perique; granulated, plug 
cut, crimp cut, ready rubbed, and other smoking tobacco; snuff; snuff flour; cavendish; plug and twist 
tobacco; fine cut and other chewing tobaccos; shorts; refuse scraps, clippings, cuttings and sweepings of 
tobacco; and other kinds and forms of tobacco. Tobacco excludes any tobacco product that has been 
approved by the United States Food and Drug Administration for sale as a tobacco cessation product, as a 
tobacco dependence product, or for other medical purposes, and is being marketed and sold solely for 
such an approved purpose. 

  TOBACCO-RELATED DEVICES.  Any tobacco product as well as a pipe, rolling 
papers, or other device intentionally designed or intended to be used in a manner which enables the 
chewing, sniffing, or smoking, or inhalation of vapors of tobacco or tobacco products. 

  TOBACCO-RELATED PRODUCTS.  Includes tobacco or tobacco products, tobacco-
related devices, electronic delivery devices and nicotine or lobelia delivery devices. 

  VENDING MACHINE.  Any mechanical, electric, or electronic, or other type of device 
which dispenses tobacco-related products, tobacco products, or tobacco-related devices upon the insertion 
of money, tokens, or other form of payment directly into the machine by the person seeking to purchase 
the tobacco-related product, tobacco product, or tobacco-related device. 

(1976 Code, § 40.02) 

§ 112.03  LICENSE. 

 (A) License required.  No person shall sell or offer to sell any tobacco-related 
productstobacco products, or tobacco-related device without first having obtained a license to do so from 
the city. 

 (B) Application.  An application for a license to sell tobacco-related products, tobacco 
products, or tobacco-related devices shall be made on a form provided by the city.  The application shall 
contain the full name of the applicant, the applicant’s residential and business addresses and telephone 
numbers, the name of the business for which the license is sought, and any additional information the city 
deems necessary.  Upon receipt of a completed application, the City Administrator, Clerk/Treasurer shall 
forward the application to the Police Department for the purpose of conducting a background check on 
the applicant.  The Police Department shall have ten days to complete the background check, and upon its 
completion shall forward the application and investigation results to the City Council for action at its next 
regularly scheduled Council meeting.  If the Administrator, Clerk/Treasurer shall determine that an 
application is incomplete, he or she shall return the application to the applicant with notice of the 
information necessary to make the application complete. 

 (C) Action.  The City Council may either approve or deny the license, or it may delay action 
for a reasonable period of time as necessary to complete any investigation of the application or the 



applicant it deems necessary.  If the City Council shall approve the license, the Administrator, 
Clerk/Treasurer shall issue the license to the applicant.  If the City Council denies the license, notice of 
the denial shall be given to the applicant along with notice of the applicant’s right to appeal the decision. 

 (D) Term.  All licenses issued under this chapter shall expire on December 31 of each year. 

 (E) Revocation or suspension.  Any license issued under this chapter may be revoked or 
suspended as provided in §§ 112.12 and 112.99 of this code. 

 (F) Transfers.  All licenses issued under this chapter shall be valid only on the premises for 
which the license was issued and only for the person to whom the license was issued.  No transfer of any 
license to another location or person shall be valid without the prior approval of the City Council. 

 (G) Moveable place of business.  No license shall be issued to a moveable place of business.  
Only fixed location businesses shall be eligible to be licensed under this chapter. 

 (H) Display.  All licenses shall be posted and displayed in plain view of the general public on 
the licensed premises. 

 (I) Renewals.  The renewal of a license issued under this section shall be handled in the 
same manner as the original application.  The request for a renewal shall be made at least 30 days but not 
more than 60 days before the expiration of the current license. 

 (J) Issuance as privilege and not a right.  The issuance of a license issued under this section 
shall be considered a privilege and not an absolute right of the applicant and shall not entitle the holder to 
an automatic renewal of the license. 

 (K) Smoking.  Smoking shall not be permitted and no person shall smoke within the indoor 
area of any establishment with a retail tobacco license.  Smoking for the purposes of sampling tobacco 
and tobacco related products is prohibited. 

(1976 Code, § 40.03)  Penalty, see § 112.99 

§ 112.04  LICENSE FEES. 

 No license shall be issued under this chapter until the appropriate license fee shall be paid in full.  
The annual fee for a license under this chapter shall be set from time to time by Council resolution 
established in the city’s Ordinance Establishing Fees and Charges, as may be amended from time to time.  
Initial license applications covering a period of less than one year shall be charged a fee calculated on a 
monthly pro rata basis. 

(1976 Code, § 40.04) 

§ 112.05  BASIS FOR DENIAL OF LICENSE. 

 (A) The following shall be grounds for denying the issuance or renewal of a license under 
this chapter; however, except as may otherwise be provided by law, the existence of any particular ground 
for denial does not mean that the city must deny the license: 

  (1) The applicant is under the age of 18 years; 

  (2) The applicant has been convicted within the past five years of any violation of a 
federal, state, or local law, ordinance provision, or other regulation relating to tobacco-related products, 
tobacco products, or tobacco-related devices; 



  (3) The applicant has had a license to sell tobacco-related products, tobacco 
products, or tobacco-related devices revoked within the preceding 12 months of the date of the 
application; 

  (4) The applicant fails to provide any information required on the application, or 
provides false or misleading information; or 

  (5) The applicant is prohibited by federal, state, or other local law, ordinance, or 
other regulation, from holding this type of license. 

 (B) If a license is mistakenly issued or renewed to a person, it shall be revoked upon the 
discovery that the person was ineligible for the license under this section. 

(1976 Code, § 40.05) 

§ 112.06  UNLAWFUL SALES. 

 It shall be a violation of this chapter for any person to sell any tobacco-related products, tobacco 
product, or tobacco- related device:  

 (A) To any person under the age of 18 years; 

 (B) By means of any type of vending machine, except as may otherwise be provided in this 
chapter; 

 (C) By means of self-service methods whereby the customer does not need to make a verbal 
or written request to an employee of the licensed premises in order to receive the tobacco-related product, 
tobacco product, or tobacco-related device and whereby there is not a physical exchange of the tobacco-
related product, tobacco product, or tobacco-related device between the licensee or the licensee’s 
employee, and the customer, except as may otherwise be provided in this chapter; 

 (D) By means of loosies as defined in § 112.02 of this code; 

 (E) Containing opium, morphine, jimson weed, bella donna, strychnos, cocaine, marijuana, 
or other deleterious, hallucinogenic, toxic, or other controlled substances except nicotine and other 
substances found naturally in tobacco or added as part of an otherwise lawful manufacturing process; or 

 (F) By any other means, to any other person, or in any other manner or form prohibited by 
federal, state, or other local law, ordinance provision, or other regulation. 

(1976 Code, § 40.06)  Penalty, see § 112.99 

§ 112.07  VENDING MACHINES RESTRICTED. 

 It shall be unlawful for any person licensed under this chapter to allow the sale of tobacco-related 
products, tobacco products, or tobacco-related devices by the means of a self-service vending machine 
unless minors are at all times prohibited from entering the licensed establishment. 

(1976 Code, § 40.07)  Penalty, see § 112.99 

§ 112.08  SELF-SERVICE MERCHANDISING PROHIBITED. 

 It shall be unlawful for a licensee under this chapter to allow the sale of tobacco-related products, 
tobacco products, or tobacco-related devices by any means whereby the customer may have access to 



those items without having to request the item from the licensee or the licensee’s employee and whereby 
there is not a physical exchange of the tobacco-related product, tobacco product, or tobacco-related device 
between the licensee or his or her clerk and the customer.  All tobacco-related products, tobacco products, 
and tobacco-related devices shall either be stored behind a counter or other area, not freely accessible to 
customers, or in a case or other storage unit not left open and accessible to the general public.  Any 
retailer selling tobacco-related products, tobacco products, or tobacco-related devices at the time this 
chapter is adopted shall comply with this section within 90 days.  This section shall not apply to retail 
stores which derive at least 90% of their revenue from tobacco-related products, tobacco products, or 
tobacco-related devices and which cannot be entered at any time by persons younger than 18 years of age. 

(1976 Code, § 40.08)  Penalty, see § 112.99 

§ 112.09  LICENSEE RESPONSIBILITY. 

 All licensees under this chapter shall be responsible for the actions of their employees in regard to 
the sale of tobacco-related products, tobacco products, or tobacco-related devices on the licensed 
premises, and the sale of such an item by an employee shall be considered a sale by the license holder.  
Nothing in this section shall be construed as prohibiting the city from also subjecting the clerk to 
whatever penalties are appropriate under this code, state or federal law, or other applicable law or 
regulation. 

(1976 Code, § 40.09)  Penalty, see § 112.99 

§ 112.10  COMPLIANCE CHECKS; INSPECTIONS. 

 All licensed premises shall be open to inspection by the City Police Department during regular 
business hours.  From time to time, but at least once per year, the city shall conduct compliance checks by 
engaging, with the written consent of their parent or guardian, minors over the age of 15 years but less 
than 18 years, to enter the licensed premises to attempt to purchase tobacco-related products, tobacco 
products, or tobacco-related devices.  Minors used for the purpose of compliance checks shall be 
supervised by designated law enforcement officers or other designated city personnel.  Minors used for 
compliance checks shall not be guilty of an unlawful purchase or attempted purchase, nor the unlawful 
possession of tobacco-related products, tobacco products, or tobacco-related devices when those items are 
obtained or attempted to be obtained as a part of the compliance check.  No minor used in compliance 
checks shall attempt to use a false identification misrepresenting the minor’s age, and all minors lawfully 
engaged in a compliance check shall answer all questions about the minor’s age asked by the licensee or 
his or her employee and shall produce any identification, if any exists, for which he or she is asked.  
Nothing in this section shall prohibit compliance checks authorized by state or federal laws for 
educational, research, or training purposes, or required for the enforcement of a particular state or federal 
law. 

(1976 Code, § 40.10)  Penalty, see § 112.99 

§ 112.11  UNLAWFUL ACTS INVOLVING MINORS. 

 Unless otherwise provided, the following acts shall be a violation of this chapter. 

 (A) Illegal sales.  It shall be a violation of this chapter for any person to sell or otherwise 
provide any tobacco-related product, tobacco product, or tobacco-related device to any minor. 



 (B) Illegal possession.  It shall be a violation of this chapter for any minor to have in his or 
her possession any tobacco-related product, tobacco product, or tobacco-related device.  This division 
shall not apply to minors lawfully involved in a compliance check. 

 (C) Illegal use.  It shall be a violation of this chapter for any minor to smoke, chew, sniff, or 
otherwise use any tobacco, tobacco product, or tobacco-related product device. 

 (D) Illegal procurement.  It shall be a violation of this chapter for any minor to purchase or 
attempt to purchase or otherwise obtain any tobacco-related product, tobacco product, or tobacco-related 
device, and it shall be a violation of this chapter for any person to purchase or otherwise obtain items of 
this type on behalf of a minor.  It shall further be a violation for any person to coerce or attempt to coerce 
a minor to illegally purchase or otherwise obtain or use any tobacco-related product, tobacco product, or 
tobacco-related device.  This division shall not apply to minors lawfully involved in a compliance check. 

 (E) Use of false identification.  It shall be a violation of this chapter for any minor to attempt 
to disguise his or her true age by the use of a false form of identification, whether the identification is that 
of another person or one on which the age of the person has been modified or tampered with to represent 
an age older than the actual age of the person. 

(1976 Code, § 40.11)  Penalty, see § 112.99 

§ 112.12  VIOLATIONS; ENFORCEMENT. 

 (A) Notice.  Upon discovery of a suspected violation, the alleged violator shall be issued, 
either personally or by mail, an administrative offense citation pursuant to Ch. 34 of this code, setting 
forth the alleged violation and the alleged violator’s right to be heard on the accusation. 

 (B) Hearing.  The person accused of violating this chapter may request a hearing in writing 
within 14 days of receipt of the notice of violation, and a hearing shall be scheduled, the time and place of 
which shall be provided to the accused violator. 

 (C) Hearing officer.  The Administrator, Clerk/Treasurer or his or her designee shall serve as 
the hearing officer. 

 (D) Decision.  If the hearing officer determines that a violation of this chapter did occur, that 
decision, along with the hearing officer’s reasons for finding a violation and the penalty to be imposed 
under § 112.99 of this code, shall be recorded in writing, a copy of which shall be provided to the accused 
violator.  Likewise, if the hearing officer finds that no violation occurred or finds grounds for not 
imposing any penalty, those findings shall be recorded and a copy provided to the acquitted accused 
violator. 

 (E) Appeal.  Appeals of any decision made by the hearing officer shall be made to the City 
Council in writing within seven days of receipt of the hearing officer’s decision.  The decision of the City 
Council shall be final. 

 (F) Misdemeanor prosecution.  A violation of this chapter shall be a misdemeanor. 

 (G) Continued violation.  Each violation, and every day in which a violation occurs or 
continues, shall constitute a separate offense. 

(1976 Code, § 40.12)  Penalty, see § 112.99 

§ 112.99  PENALTY. 



 (A) Licensees.  Any licensee found to have violated this chapter, or whose employee shall 
have violated this chapter, shall be charged an administrative fine of $75 for a first violation of this 
chapter, $200 for a second offense at the same licensed premises within a 24-month period, and $250 for 
a third or subsequent offense at the same location within a 24-month period.  After the third offense, the 
license is automatically suspended for seven days commencing the day following the date of the third 
offense.  In addition to the seven-day suspension, the City Council shall conduct a hearing at the regular 
Council meeting following the third violation to determine whether the license should be suspended 
longer than seven days.  Any additional suspension may be for the remainder of the license period or 90 
days, whichever is greater. 

 (B) Other individuals.  Other individuals, other than minors regulated by division (C) of this 
section, found to be in violation of this chapter shall be charged an administrative fine of $50. 

 (C) Minors.  Minors found in unlawful possession of, or who unlawfully purchase or attempt 
to purchase, tobacco-related products, tobacco products, or tobacco-related devices may be referred to the 
Anoka County Attorney’s Office. 

 (D) Misdemeanor.  Any person found guilty by a lawful authority of violating any provisions 
of this chapter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

(1976 Code, § 40.13)  Penalty, see § 10.99 



 

 

 

 
City of Spring Lake Park  

Engineer’s Project Status Report 
 

To: Council Members and Staff  Re: Status Report for 3.16.15 Meeting       
 

From:  Phil Gravel     File No.: R-18GEN  
 

 

Note:  Updated information is shown in italics. 
 

2015 Sanitary Sewer Lining Project (193803135).  

This project includes lining and wye grouting in the northeast corner of the city.  Bids will 

be received in April.                 

 
2015 Seal Coat Project (193803134).  

This project includes street seal coat and crack repair.  Bids will be received on 3/31/15.                 

 
2014-2015 Street Improvement Project (193801577).      

A few punch-list items remain for the work completed in 2014.  Work on Arthur Street, TH 

65 Service Drive, and 81st Avenue will begin in 2015.   Information regarding street striping 

options will be sent to the residents along 81st Avenue.  

 
CSAH 35 Turn Lanes and Sidewalk (193802914).  

This project includes CSAH 35 improvements required as part of the SUP for 8299 Central 

Ave.  A Feasibility Report outlining the necessary improvements and providing estimated 

costs has been prepared.  Plan and Spec preparation will begin when development 

agreement is in place.     

 
MS4 Permit (193802936). 

Remaining permit implementation items are being completed this month.  

 
Lift Station No. 1 Equipment (193802805). 

Bids for the lift station equipment were approved on January 5th (3 quote packages).   

 
Lift Station No. 1 Reconstruction (193803115). 

The design process continues.  A plan set will be presented to council on April 6th.  Bids 

will be received on May 11th.         

 
Medical Building at 525 Osborn.    

The developers engineer has prepared revisions to the onsite site plan to address 

drainage issues and other items included as conditions of the 2/2/15 site plan approval.  

They are still working with Anoka County regarding Osborne Road issues.  They have not 

started design work on the off-site storm sewer or water main plans.         

 

Other issues/projects.    
 

We are still working with T-Mobile and Sprint on their applications for antenna 

modifications.     

 
Feel free to contact Harlan Olson, Cristina Mlejnek, Phil Carlson, Jim Engfer, Mark Rolfs, Tim Grinstead, Tyler 

Johnson, or me if you have any questions or require any additional information.   



 



§ 94.04    UNSOLICITED WRITTEN MATERIALS 

(A) Findings.  The City finds that unsolicited written materials that are deposited on 

property in such a manner as to be exposed to the elements are a nuisance to the public health, 

safety and welfare as those unsolicited written materials can cause unsightly litter which detracts 

from the aesthetics of the neighborhood, can cause problems with snow removal or damage to 

snow removal equipment, and can create hazards for pedestrians or inhibit handicap 

accessibility. 

 

(B) Definitions.  For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall 

apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires different meaning. 

  FRONT DOOR.   The street facing entrance or entrances to a principal 

building.  In the event no door faces the street, then any other door of a principal building nearest 

the street shall be considered a FRONT DOOR for the purposes of this section. 

  OCCUPANT.   One who has possessory rights in, or control over, the 

property or premises. 

  PORCH.   An exterior appendage to a principal building leading to a 

doorway, including any stairway attached thereto. 

  PRINCIPAL BUILDING.   The building or combination or building that 

house the primary use occurring on the premises. 

  PRIMARY USE.   The main activity taking place on the premises. 

  PUBLISHER.   The person publishing the unsolicited written materials, 

and the publisher’s employees, agents and distributors. 

  UNSOLICITED WRITTEN MATERIALS.   Any written materials, 

delivered to any premises, without the express invitation or permission, in writing or otherwise, 

by the occupant of such premises. 

(C) It shall be unlawful to place unsolicited written materials on any street, sidewalk 

or public right-of-way. 

 

(D) Unsolicited written materials delivered to a premises by a publisher shall be 

placed: 

 

(1) Where permitted, in a distribution box located on or adjacent to the 

premises; 

 

(2) On a porch, if one exists, nearest the front door of the principal building; 

 

(3) So such materials are securely attached to the front door;  

 



(4) Through a mail slot for the principal building, if existent, as permitted by 

the United States Postal Service Domestic Mail Manual §508 Recipient Services, Subsection 

3.1.2; 

 

(5) Between the screen door or storm door to the front door, if existent and 

unlocked, and the interior front door; or 

 

(6) Personally with the occupant of the premises. 

 

(E) Notwithstanding subsection (D) of this section, an occupant retains the right to 

restrict entry to the occupant’s premises. 

 

(F) This section does not apply to the United States Postal Service. 

 



 
CORRESPONDENCE 

  



 



Allina Health 
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CAPITOL UPDATE REPORT 
 
 
From: Sarah Psick 
 
Date: March 6, 2015 

 
Re: Capitol Update Report - Liquor Issues 
              
 

Liquor Issues Update 
 
On Wednesday, the House Commerce and Regulatory Reform Committee held a 

hearing on a number of liquor-related bills.  No votes were taken, the bills will be 
considered for inclusion in the 2015 omnibus liquor bill.   

 

 HF86 (Newberger):  Becker; intoxicating liquor license for golf course. 
 

 HF1090 (Sanders):  Allows on-sale liquor sales on Sundays to start 8:00 a.m.  
instead of 10:00 a.m., also called the “Bloody Mary” bill.  Supporting testimony 
was provided by the owner of Hell’s Kitchen, Minneapolis and the Pub 500, 
Mankato. 
 

 HF1118 (Hoppe):  Brewpubs authorized to sell beer to licensed wholesalers for 
distribution to retail licensees of the State Fair.  This bill allows brewpubs to sell 
beer in a manner similar to craft breweries during the annual State Fair in the 
Minnesota Craft Brewers Guild exhibit area. 
 

 HF70 (Anderson):  Sunday liquor sales of growlers by small brewers allowed. 

 HF121 (Swedzinski) Sunday growler sales allowed for small brewers. 
 These bills allow brewery taprooms and brewpubs to sell growlers off-sale 
 on Sundays. 
 

 HF520 (Davnie): Craft wineries are established by deleting the reference to 
“Farm” wineries in statute and the requirements to be located on agriculturally 
zoned land. 
 

 HF1044 (Anderson):  Prohibition on municipality issuing more than one off-sale 
license to any one person or place repealed.  This bill is supported by the 



March 6, 2015 
Page 2 

 
Minnesota Grocers Association and supporting testimony was provided by 
HyVee grocery store.  Former MLBA President, Bob Marget, testified in 
opposition to the bill, along with the Minnesota Beer Wholesalers Association.  
 

 HF469 (Atkins): Inver Grove Heights; intoxicating liquor license for a golf course 
authorized. 
 

 HF1399 (S. Anderson):  Wine transfers allowed between commonly owned liquor 
stores.  This bill would allow a retailer to transfer wine from one licensed 
premises to another provided that the retail licenses are held by the same 
licensee and only one transfer is made in a three-month period.  This bill is 
proposed and supported by Total Wine and More.  Testifying in opposition were 
the Minnesota Wine and Spirits Wholesalers Association, Minnesota Beer 
Wholesalers Association, and the Teamsters.  
 

 HF1293 (Sanders):  Liquor statutes relating to brewers and other providers of 
alcoholic beverages recodified, definitions provided, and technical and 
conforming changes made.  This bill reorganizes current liquor law in order to 
make the statues easier to read.  The bill does not make any changes to current 
law.   

  
 Sales Tax Exemptions on Meals and Equipment:  The House Taxes 
Committee held a hearing on HF 1091 (McDonald) which provides a sales tax 
exemption for meals, drinks, and capital equipment purchases.  This bill exempts from 
the state sales tax and liquor gross receipts tax prepared food and beverages provided 
by a restaurant to a customer at no cost to the customer or employee..  The bill also 
expands the capital equipment exemption to include machinery and equipment used by 
restaurants in the furnishing, preparing, or serving of prepared food.  The bill was heare 
in the House Tax Committee and laid over for possible inclusion in the omnibus tax bill.   

 
Minimum Wage:  HF 1027 (Garofalo) provides a modified minimum wage and 

tierd wage for tipped employees.  This bill was passed by the House Job Growth and 
Energy Affordability committee earlier and will be considered by the House Ways and 
Means Committee on Monday, March 9th. 

 
 

General Legislative Update 
 
LIFO Reform:  Often called the “Last In, First Out” reform, HF 2 is one of the key 

legislative priorities for the new House Republican majority and is aimed at reforming 
the education system.  HF 2 (Rep. Loon, Eden Prairie) includes reforms to the teacher 
layoff process, provides pathways to licensure for out-of-state teachers, and makes it 
easier for districts to bring community experts and career/technical instructors into the 
classroom.  The bill provides school districts facing layoffs greater flexibility in using 
annual teacher evaluations along with seniority as a measurement if decisions are 
made to cut teaching staff.  The bill also makes it easier for non-licensed “community 
experts” to teach courses that schools struggle to find licensed teachers.  Provisions of 
the bill are supported by the Minnesota School Boards Association, but faces stiff 
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opposition from the state’s predominant teachers union, Education Minnesota, and 
many DFL legislators.  After several hours of debate, the bill passed the House Floor on 
Thursday night by a vote of 70-63, the bill now moves to the Senate and is sponsored 
by Sen. Terri Bonoff (DFL, Minnetonka).  

 
Confirmation of Commisioners:  Minnesota Statutes require the “advise and 

consent” of the Senate for all appointments to state agencies including state 
departments, boards, committees, councils, commissioners, authorities, and advisory 
task forces created by statute.  The appointments are effective immediately upon 
notification of the appointment while they await confirmation.  Traditionally, the Senate 
will respect the position of the Governor and confirm the recommendations for these 
positions.  However, when the Senate and Governor represent different political parties, 
the confirmation of appointees may become a political bargaining chip during a 
legislative session.  Some commissioner confirmations have not been confirmed until 
the end of a two-year legislative biennium, and periodically, an appointment is not 
confirmed meaning that the person may no longer serve in that position effective 
immediately.   

 
On Thursday, the Senate voted to confirm the following Commissioners: 
 

 Department of Education:  Commissioner Brenda Cassellius 

 Public Utilities Commission:  Commissioner John Tuma 

 Department of Natural Resources:  Commissioner Thomas Landwehr 

 Office of Higher Education:  Commissioner Lawrence Pogemiller 

 Department of Human Rights:  Commissioner Kevin Lindsey 

 Department of Corrections:  Commissioner Thomas Roy 

 Department of Public Safety:  Commissioner Ramona Dohman 

 Department of Transportation:  Commissioner Charles Zelle 
 
 Election of University of Minnesota Regents:  The Minnesota Constitution 
requires that 12 regents be elected by a joint convention of the Minnesota Legislature to 
staggered six-year terms to govern the University of Minnesota.  One-third of the Board 
of Regents is elected each odd-numbered year at a joint convention.  This week, the 
Legislature convened a joint convention and elected the following to serve on the 
University of Minnesota Board of Regents: 
 

 First Congressional District:  Dr. Patricia Simmons (Rochester), a retired Mayo 
Clinic physician was elected to serve a rare third term. 
 

 Third Congressional District:  Darrin Rosha (Maple Plain).  Mr. Rosha returns to 
the Board of Regents after having served on the Board from 1989 to 1995 as a 
student regent.  Rosha will serve out the remaining two years of former Regent 
David Larson’s term, who died in October.  Rosha was nominated from the floor 
at the joint convention, along with former DFL Congressman Bill Luther.  They 
both challenged candidates who were recommended by the joint committee.  On 
the third ballot, Rosha received 98 votes and Luther 96.  
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 Fourth Congressional District:  Richard Beeson (St. Paul), first elected to the 
Board of Regents in 2009 and unopposed for re-election. 
 

 Sixth Congressional District:  Michael Hsu (Blaine), Executive Director of Twin 
Cities-based Teemaster Corp. 
 

 Seventh Congressional District:  Thomas Anderson (Alexandria), a funeral home 
director. 

 
State of the State Address:  Governor Dayton has requested to give his State 

of the State address on March 25th.  This address will fulfill the Minnesota Constitutional 
requirement that, “the governor shall communicate by message to each session of the 
legislature information touching the state and country.”  Technically, the Legislature 
must approve the request.   

 
Next Week:  Governor Dayton is expected to submit a supplemental budget 

proposal to the Legislature based on the revised February revenue forecast.   
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From: Becca Pryse
To: Becca Pryse
Subject: NMMA Legislative Update - March 6, 2015
Date: Friday, March 06, 2015 2:33:29 PM

 
North Metro Mayors Association

Legislative Update
March 6, 2015

 
 
 
  
Reminder!
We want to remind you that the NMMA Board of Directors meeting is scheduled for 5:30 p.m.,
 Wednesday, March 18 in New Brighton.  Watch you email Monday for the agenda and board
 packet.  The Operating Committee will also be meeting that day over lunch in the City of Coon
 Rapids, and information will be sent out to the City Managers and Administrators.
 
Local Government Aid
This week, the House Property Tax Division heard HF685 (Anderson, P.) which would restore LGA
 funding to 2002 levels while maintaining the current formula.  Rep. Paul Anderson presented the bill
 and made the case that cities with lower net tax capacity rely on Local Government Aid to help fund
 their city budgets and reduce property tax burdens for homeowners, and that cities are still trying
 to catch up after years of cuts to LGA and the inability to levy.  There was some discussion about
 2015 property taxes, and why they are going up by about 4% as a statewide average when money
 was put into LGA in 2013 when the formula was changed.  The League of Minnesota Cities testified
 that during recession years there was limited appetite to increase levies and many cities delayed
 infrastructure projects and maintenance. Today, with an improved economy and more stable
 budgets, cities are playing catch up on deferred maintenance, purchasing public safety equipment,
 and restoring some positions that were previously left vacant, which is why property taxes increased
 slightly on average even though there was also an increase in LGA. 
 
The same bill will be heard in the Senate Tax Committee next week.  NMMA supports investing in
 LGA, and more importantly supports maintaining the current funding formula which was agreed
 upon in 2013.
 
NMMA Member Legislation 
Three pieces of legislation were heard in the Senate Transportation Committee this week related to
 the railroad connector track issue in the City of Crystal, which will have an impact to the cities of
 Crystal, Robbinsdale, Golden Valley, Plymouth, Minneapolis and New Hope.  SF0886 (Rest) would
 memorialize the Surface Transportation Board to order and environmental impact statement (EIS)
 for the railroad connector track construction in Crystal.  SF1074 (Rest) would require a state EIS be
 conducted of the project. And SF1251 (Rest) would limit the condemnation power for railroads in
 Hennepin County.  Each bill was passed by the committee and sent to another policy committee for
 additional consideration.  The testimony during the hearing demonstrated the angst felt by each
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 community that will be impacted if the connector track goes forward in Crystal, including concerns
 over public safety, congestion and economic development.  There was also a strong sense that the
 impacted communities have not received sufficient communication from the railroad BSNF about
 their plans.
 
Introduced this week, HF1510 (Uglem) would provide $3.3 million in bonding money to the City of
 Champlin to improve the water quality and fish habitat of Champlin Mill Pond.  The bill was referred
 to the House Environment and Natural Resources Policy and Finance Committee.
 
Transportation
There was a battle of the press conferences this week on transportation funding, with Governor
 Dayton and Senate Majority Leader Tom Bakk joining forces to put pressure on the House GOP to
 show their plan to take care of transportation needs in the state.  House GOP Transportation Chair
 Tim Kelly responded with his own press event to say the details of his plan will be out later this
 month will likely include money from the surplus, bonding, and dedicating existing tax revenues
 from auto parts, rental cars and leased vehicles.  The DFL plans include gas tax increases as well as a
 sales taxes in the metro area to pay for transit.  Here’s an MPR article about the back and forth on
 Thursday: http://www.mprnews.org/story/2015/03/05/dayton-bakk-transportation
 
Sales Tax Exemption
SF0532 (Rest) would allow for sales and use tax exemption for local entities for construction
 materials.  The bill was heard in the Senate Tax Committee this week and was laid over for possible
 inclusion in the Tax Omnibus Bill.  
 
If you have any questions, or if your city has legislation or an issue that we are not aware of, please
 contact us.
 
Becca Pryse
beccap@ewald.com
612-490-2651
 
Bob Benke
bobbenke@comcast.net
612-669-0274
 
Bill Barnhardt
wbarnha@gmail.com
612-702-4931
 
Jill Brown
jillcbrown@msn.com
612-889-2611
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